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House of Representatives 
The House met at noon and was 

called to order by the Speaker pro tem-
pore (Ms. CASTOR of Florida). 

f 

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO 
TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Speaker: 

WASHINGTON, DC, 
September 27, 2021. 

I hereby appoint the Honorable KATHY CAS-
TOR to act as Speaker pro tempore on this 
day. 

NANCY PELOSI, 
Speaker of the House of Representatives. 

f 

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the order of the House of Janu-
ary 4, 2021, the Chair will now recog-
nize Members from lists submitted by 
the majority and minority leaders for 
morning-hour debate. 

The Chair will alternate recognition 
between the parties, with time equally 
allocated between the parties and each 
Member other than the majority and 
minority leaders and the minority 
whip limited to 5 minutes, but in no 
event shall debate continue beyond 1:50 
p.m. 

f 

BUDGET RECONCILIATION TO 
BUILD BACK BETTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
the Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) for 5 
minutes. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Madam Speaker, 
this weekend I had the honor to work 
on our budget reconciliation in the 
Budget Committee. The legislation 
contains economic development initia-
tives that I have long championed to 
create good-paying jobs while lowering 
costs and cutting taxes for American 
families. This is the kind of legislation 

that assures the rest of the American 
people that they have not been aban-
doned in their time of need. 

The Build Back Better Act is a true 
job creator, creating millions of jobs 
while tackling the climate crisis and 
ensuring that America will not only 
compete but lead the way to a more 
prosperous future. 

Historic investments in clean energy 
technology will create 2 million jobs 
each year over the next decade, while 
reducing carbon emissions by over 50 
percent by the year 2030. We also in-
clude investment in workforce training 
to connect workers to jobs, research 
and development to strengthen Amer-
ican manufacturing, and access to 
credit and investment for small busi-
nesses. 

The Build Back Better Act will also 
make significant investments in Amer-
ican agriculture. As a member of the 
Agriculture Committee, we were able 
to include critical investments in agri-
cultural research, rural development, 
and renewable energy: $7.75 billion in 
agriculture research and infrastruc-
ture; $18 billion in rural job-promoting 
investments to ensure those living in 
rural America, on Tribal lands, and our 
insular areas have access to clean 
water and reliable and efficient re-
newal energy; and $40 billion in invest-
ments in forestry programs. 

It should concern us, and it concerns 
me, that CEOs make more than 350 
times more than the average worker, 
that billionaires have seen their wealth 
increase up to $1.18 trillion during the 
pandemic, or that 55 of the largest cor-
porations have paid zero dollars in Fed-
eral income taxes on over $40 billion of 
profits. 

These are what my colleagues, the 
Republicans, are calling job creators. 
Recognize that phrase when you hear 
them say job creators. It means those 
CEOs and those businesses that have 
created wealth for themselves without 
jobs for the American people. 

It is incredulous to me that the top 1 
percent has evaded paying an esti-
mated $160 billion in taxes each year 
while the average American pays his or 
her taxes every year. Millionaires and 
billionaires are paying lower taxes 
than teachers, cops, and firefighters. 

But Democrats are bringing legisla-
tion that is going to keep America 
great, that is going to continue to 
make America the innovators. This is 
our moment to change the course of 
progress toward the everyday Amer-
ican. 

History will point to this week, this 
law, as the significant transformation 
in the lives of the American people and 
overall success of true American great-
ness. 

f 

STOP RECKLESS TAX-AND-SPEND 
SPREE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. JOYCE) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. JOYCE of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, this week, liberals will at-
tempt to ram through the most egre-
gious spending package since the New 
Deal. By adding $3.5 trillion in new 
spending, their plan would not lift fam-
ilies up; it would keep families down. 

By imposing liberals’ hidden tax by 
inflation, by pumping billions of dol-
lars into an economy that is already 
saturated from failed stimulus pack-
ages, my colleagues’ actions will di-
rectly harm working Americans. 

Raising taxes on middle-class fami-
lies and small businesses is not the an-
swer to ending the COVID–19 pandemic. 
Forcing businesses to conform to new 
regulations won’t get Americans back 
to work. 

Now is the time to support our fami-
lies. It is not the time to spend more 
money than it cost to win World War 
II. We need to put a stop to this reck-
less tax-and-spend spree, and we need 
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